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aelationships with Inhabitants r // f<A\ 
of CeleetrlaX Bodies dl—i*^^ 



Kelatiohshlps with extraterrestrial men presents 
no bascially new problem from the standpoint of International 
law; but the poBslblllty of confronting Intelligent beings 
that do not belong to the human race would bring uj> problems 
whose solution it is diffioult to oonoelTe, 

In principle, there is no difficulty In accepting the 
possibility of coming to an understanding with then, and of 
establishing all kinds of relationships. The difficulty Ilea 
in trying to establish the principles on which these 
relationships should be based. 

In the first place, it would be necessary to establish 
communication with them through some language or other, and 
afterwards, as a first condition for all intelligence, that 
they should have a psychology similar to that of men. 

At any rate, international law should make place for 
a new lew on a different basis, and it sight be called "Law 
Among Planetary Peoples," following the guidelines found in 
the Pentateuch. Obviously, the Idea of revolutionizing 
international law to the point where it would be capable of 
coping with new situations would compel us to make a change 
in its structure, a change so basio that it would no longer 
be international law, that is to say, as it is conceived 
today, but something altogether different, so that it could, 
no longer bear the same name. 

If these intelligent beings were In possession of a 
more or less culture, anl a more or less perfect political 
organization, they would have an absolute right to be 
recognized as independent and soverlgn peoples, we would 
have to oome to an agreement with them to establish the 
legal regulations upon which future relationships should be 
based, and it would be necessary to accept many of their 
principles . 

Finally, If they should reject all peaceful ,r; - ''T' 
cooperation and become an imminent threat to the eea*tli, we 
would have the right to legitimate defense, but only insofar 
as would be necessary to annul this danger. 



Another possibility may exist, that a speoiea of homo 
sapiens might have established themselves as an independent 
nation on another celestrlal body in our solar system and 
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ttTolToO. oulturaly inaenpan&ently Troa oura. ObTioualjr, this ,;j;. . 
poBslMllty deyvn&B on msny olrounstanotB, whose oonditlona ■ .1^. '.-. 
oumot ;9t bft foresaen. HoHVTer, we can uiko a stu&y i»f ' the "' <-^:. 
basis on Mhioh suoh a thlugr Blsht hare ooourroA. ^-: 

In the first place , XItIiu; oonlltionB on these bodies ' 
lets sar the i»on,-or the i^lanet Mara, would hare to bo suoh ' , 
as to eernlt a stable, ani to a oertain extent, Independent. 
life, froB an eoenonle standpoint. Much has been speculated 
about the possibilities for life exlstins outslde-of our 
abBDsphere and bejrona, alwajrs hjrpobhetloally. end there are 
those who mo so far as to elre f ernulaa for the oreatlon of 
an artlflolal ateoephere on the noon, whioh uffiloubtedly havs 
a oertain solentlflo foundation, and which pay one day ooko 
to light. Lets asBuae that aaKnesiua sllioates on the noon 
may exist and contain up to 13 per cent water, tlslne'enerey 
and machines t^oueht to the noon, perhaps fron a space stablon, 
the rocks oould be broken up, pulverized, and then backed to 
drive off the water of orystalllsation. This oould be collected 
and then daoompoaed into hydrogen and oxygen, using an eleotrlo 
current or the short wave radiation of the sun. The oxygen 
could be used for breathing purposes i the hydrogen might be 
used aB a fuel* ^ 

In any oase, if no existenoe is possible on oelestrial- ' ' 
bodies except for enterprieas for the exploration of their 
natural riches, with a continuous Interchange of the nen who 
work on them, unable to eetabllsh themselves there Indefinitely 
and be able to live isolated life. Independence will never 
take plaoe. 



Now wo oorae to the problem of determining what to 
do If the inhabitants of olestrial bodies, or extraterrestrial. . 
biological entities (£BE) desire to settle^ here. 

1. If they are politioally organised and possess a 
certain culture similar to our own, they may be reoognlKOd as 
a Independent people. They oould oonslder what degree of 
development would be required on earth for oolonlxlng. 

2. If they consider our culture to*tfsvold of political 
unity, they would have the right to oolonlse. Of oourse, this - 
oolonlsatlon cannot be oonduoted on olasslo XlnaA. .• 

A superior form of oolonlslng will have to be oonoeived, 
that oould be a kind of tutelage, possibly through the taolt 
approval of the United nations. But would the United Nations 
legally have the right of mllowlng suoh tutelage over u$ in suoh 
a f ABhlonT o • 
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have no rie>i^ of tutftlsj^e, alnoe ita doaals dLoas xu>t extend 
t^s;^; " ■ ^y*»4 relfttlonohlys between Ita members. It Mould haye the' 

Fli^t to intervene mnlj If the relBtlonehlyo or a neaber -r> ; •:' 
nation with « oeleotrlal ha^y Birffeotea another nwober nation 
with an exfiraterree trial people la beyond the domain of the ' '' - 
United Hatlona. But If theae relatlenahliiB entailed a . 
oonfllot with another nenber nation,, the United. Matlona would i^-Vy 









haTo.the right to Interrene. 

<b) xr the United Nations were a aupra-natlonal 
ersuils&tlonp It would have ooupetency to deal with all 
probleas related to extratetve atrial peorlea. Of oourao, 
even thaueh it la iierely an Intamatlenal orsanlcation. It 
oould have this oonpetenoa If its aembsr atatea would be 
willing to reoo£nise It* 
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It IB difficult to prediot what the attitude of 
international law will be with regard to the ooouyatlon by 
oelestrlal yeoplea of certain looatlona on our planet, but 
the only thing that oan be foreaeen la that there will ■!» 
a yrofeund ohange In traditional oonoei^ta. 

We'oannot exolude the yosaibllity that a race of 
extraterratrlal ^ople more advanoed toohnologloally and 
eoononioally nay take upon itaelf the right to ooou]»y 
another celeatrlal body. How, then, would this oooupatlon 
come about? 

1. The idea of exploitation by one celeatrlal 
state would be rejected, they may think it would be advlaabla 
to grant It to all others capable of reaching emother 
oelestrlal body. But this would be to maintain a situation 
of privilege for theae stataa, / 

Z, The division of a celeatrail body into xones 
and the distribution of them among other oelestrlal states. 
This would present tlw problem of distribution. Moreover, 
other oalostrial statoa would be deprived of the poasiblllty 
of owning an area, or If they were granted one it would 
Involve oomplloated operations. ~' 

3* Indlvlallide oe-«overelgnty, giving each oeloatrlal 
state the right to make whatever use is most oonvanlent to. . 
Its interests, independently of the others. This would 
oreate a situation of aaarohy, m the strongest esa would 
win out in the end. 

-.■ 4, A moral' entity? The moat feattlble aoXutloa It :> : 



saen w*uld b* this •ne, sulMitt an agrseaoiit ptoviAlng f*p the 

faaoeful absarbtion ef a oalastrlal raoaia) In suoh a Manner 
hat our euXtura would reaaln intact wlth-suaPaataes that 
their yresenoe not bo revealed. 

AotuaXly, we da not beXleTO It neoessary to ge that 
far. It would aerelr be a natter of International! Bins . . ;■* 
oeleetrlal ^aeplea, and creatine <m intarnatianal treaty 
Intarunent yreventinK exploitation «f all natloni-belonglns 
to the United Katlone. 



Ocouyation by statee hare •n earth, whloh has laet 
All interest for international law, since there. were no nore 
res nulliua territories. Is beeinnlns to regain. all its 
liiiiortanoe .In oosalo international law. 

Oooupation oonsiets in the ap]»ro]priation by a state 
of-Egs null^UB . 

Until the last oentiu<y» oooupation was the nozval 
■eans of aoquirln^ sovereignty orer territories, whan 
axylorations aade possible the dieoevery of new regions, 
either unlhablted or in an eleaentary state of oiTillEation. 

The Inyerlalist expansion of the states cane to an 
end with the end of regions capable of being oeouyled, which 
have now been drained fxvin the earth and exist only In 
interplanetary space, where the oelestrial states present 
new problenst 



R<>B n;allj.us Is soaethlng that belongs to nobody suoh 
as the noon. In international law a oelestrial body is not 
subjaot to the sovereignty of any state Is considered res 
nulliUB . If it oould be established that a oeleBtrlal~Sody 
within our solar systea suoh as cur noon weis, or Is occupied 
by another oelestrial race, there oould be no claim of fm 
nulllus by any state en earth (if that state should deoISa 
in the future to seid explorers to lay olain to It). It would 
exist as res ooaaupls . that Is that all oelestrial states 
have the eaae rights over It. 



Ami now to the final quaation of whether the presence 
of oelestrial astroplanes in our ataosphera is a dlraot 
result of our testing atoalo weapons? 

The preaenoe of unidentified epaoe craft flying In 
our ataosphere (and possibly nalntalnlng orbits about our 
planet) is now, however^ acoeptedJHI^by our alUtary. .. * 




On ©Tery quasCion of whether the United States Hill i'-i''.:j'^'^' 
continue testlns of flaslou bonbs and denreloy fusion deTloeB.<('^'>'<^- v 
(hydrocen bonbaTi or reaoh an a^reenent to dlsam and the-^ 
exoluslon of weajKina that are too deatruotlve, with the 
exception of chemical warfare, on which, by some nlraole we 
oannot explain, an ^ffr'aereement has been reached, the 
lamentations of phllosoirtiers, the efforts of polltioiana, and 
the co3iferenoeG of diplomats have been dooned to failure and < 
have aooonpllshed nothing. 

The use of the atoalo bomb combined with space 
vehicles poses a threat on a aoale which nakea It' absolutely 
nsoesaary to cone to an agreeKsnt In this area. With the 
appearance of unidentified space vehloles (opinions are 
sharply divided as to their origin) over the skies of Europe 
ai^ the United States has sustained an Ineradioal fear, an 
anxiety about security, that is driving the great ppwers to 
Make an effort to find a solution to the threat, 

Hllltary strategists foresee the use of space. oraft 
with nuolear warheads as the ultlnate weapon of war. Even 
the deployaenfc of artificial Satellites for Intelllgenos 
gathering and. target selection is not far off. The military ,, , 
iRportanoe of space vehloles, satellites as well as rookats 
Is indisputable, slnoe they project war froM the horlscntal ' ' 
plans to the vertical plane In Its fullest sense, Attaok no 
longer cones fros an exclusive dlreotlon, nor from a 
detsralned oountz^, but from the sky, with the practical 
inposslblllty of deternlnltig who the aggressor, is, how to 
Intercept the attack, or how to effect Inmedlate reprisals. 
These probleas are oonpcunded further by Identification, 
How does the air defense radar operator Identify , or nore 
precisely, classify his target? 

At present, we can breath a little easier knowing 
that slow aovlng bombers are the node of delivery of atoalo 
bombs that can be detected by long-range early warning radar. 
But what do we. do in lets say ten' years from now? When 
artificial satellites and nleailea find their place In space, 
wd~ must eotislder the potential threat tlmt unidentified 
spaee^firaft^ pose. One must consider the faet<^^h&t 
nis-i^Bt^lfloatlon of these space craft. for a Interoontensntal 
missile In a re-entry phase of flight could lead to aooidftBtal 
nuclear war with horrible consequences. 

Lastly, we should oonsider the possibility that our 
atmospheric tests of late could have Itd'luenoed the arrival 
of oelestrlal scrutiny. They could have beonourlous or even 
alarned by such activity (and rightly so, for the BusBlans 
would make every effort to observe and record suoh .tests). 

In conclusion, it Is our professional opinion, based on 
submitted data that this situation Is extremely perilous, and 
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aeasures maat be taken to rectify a very serious problea are 
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Sespeotfttlly» 
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Dr. J. Aobert Oyyehhelaer \^ 

Director of Advanoed Studies 
Princeton. Mew Jersey 

/a/ 
Professor Albert Einstein 
Prlncet(»L, New Jersey 



M'^slf and Ki-sha^X hays reed t'-'s and I mu^t adnrf-'ro) there 
is B<»Qe Ix'^lc. But I haria" thliite t.iie "reaideut srillAconsider 
It for the obvioiis reaait.ia - I xmderatand Op^anhplr^sr 
app- :JX>^"'4 Mai ^all vM."^:- tfray att^endfid cex-j^'^'y at 

Aa I .-«derstf?"d it Maratiali retJuiVTed the idea 
of Oppenbe' trp disciafins; this leitb the ^^res'ldent. I *?\k*»d 
to Grsrdon, and ha ^!"irv?«e.. 
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